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CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, TW 

SUBJECT: ELECTION OF CHIANG CHING-KUO AS ROC PRESIDENT 

1 . PREMIER CHIANG CHING-KUO WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA MARCH 21, RUNNING UNOPPOSED AND WINNING 
1 .184 OF THE 1,204 BALLOTS ISSUED TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
DELEGATES PRESENT FOR THE DAY'S EVENT. TWENTY BALLOTS 
WERE DECLARED INVALID. CHIANG WILL BE INAUGURATED MAY 20 
ALONG WITH ALSO UNOPPOSED KMT VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 
HISEH TUNG-MIN WHO IS EXPECTED TO BE ELECTED MARCH 22 BY 

A SIMILARLY COMFORTABLE MARGIN, HOWEVER WITH SOMEWHAT 
FEWER VOTES THAN RECEIVED BY CCK. 

2. AS VICTOR IN THE SIXTH ROC ELECTION, CCK JOINS HIS 
FATHER CHIANG KAI-SHEK AS THE ONLY OTHER ELECTED PRESI- 
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DENT IN THE HISTORY OF THE ROC UNDER THE PRESENT CON- 
SITITUION. INCUMBENT PRESIDENT YEN CHIA-KAN ASSUMED 
OFFICE FOLLOWING CHIANG KAI-SHEKS DEATH DURING HIS 
FIFTH CONSECUTIVE TERM IN 1975. 

3. ALTHOUGH SUPPORTED BY INDEPENDENTS AND THE TWO OP- 
POSITION PARTIES, A VERY LIMITED OPPOSITION TO HIS 
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PRESIDENCY MAY BE SUGGESTED BY THE 20 INVALID VOTES 
CAST TODAY, AND PERHAPS BY SOME OF THE 15 ADDITIONAL 
ELIGIBLE LEGISLATORS WHO DID NOT ATTEND TODAY'S 
VOTING. BALLOTS WERE PROPERLY MARKED BY STAMPING A 
CIRCLE ON THE CENTER TOP PART OF THE BALLOT; IF THE 
CIRCLE WAS PLACED ON THE WRONG PART OF THE BALLOT, 

OMITTED ENTIRELY, OR REPEATED IN SEVERAL PLACES, THE 
BALLOT WAS DECLARED INVALID. AS THE ONLY POSSIBLE 
METHOD OF INDICATING DISSENT APART FROM NOT ATTENDING 
THE VOTING (WHICH COULD BE CONFUSED WITH LEGITIMATE 
ILLNESS OR ABSENCE FROM THE COUNTRY OF QUALIFIED 
LEGISLATORS) SOME, IF NOT ALL, OF THE 20 INVALID 
VOTES MIGHT BE CONSIDERED AS EXPRESSIONS OF DIS- 
SATISFACTION WITH CCK. A SLIGHTLY LARGER NUMBER OF 
INVALID VOTES IS EXPECTED IN THE VOTING TOMORROW FOR 
VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE HSIEH TUNG-MIN, AS HIS 
CANDIDACY HAS BEEN DISCREETLY OPPOSED BOTH BY SOME 
MAINLANDERS WHO DO NOT WANT TO SEE A 
TAIWANESE AS VICE PRESIDENT (AMONG OTHER THINGS, FEAR- 
ING THE ASSUMPTION OF THE PRESIDENCY BY A TAIWANESE 
IN THE EVENT OF THE DEATH OF CCK), AND OTHERS WHO DID 
NOT FAVOR HSIEH AMONG OTHER POSSIBLE TAIWANESE FIGURES. 

4. IN SPITE OF THIS TOKEN DISSENT, CCK IS CLEARLY 
REGARDED AS THE MAN FOR THE IOB AT THIS TIME BY THE 
MAIORITY OF KMT AND NON-MKT POLITICIANS ALIKE. 
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ENTHUSIASM FOR HIS PRESIDENCY IS TEMPERED, HOWEVER, BY 
ONGOING CONCERN OVER THE QUESTION OF HIS SUCCESSOR, 

A QUESTION WHICH HE HAS NOT ADDRESSED BY HIS CHOICE OF 
THE 71 YEAR OLD VICE PRESIDENT, AND WHICH HE IS NOT 
EXPECTED TO INDICATE BY HIS CHOICE OF PREMIER. 

5. IN THE PERIOD FOLLOWING CCK'S INAUGURATION ON MAY 
20, WE ANTICIPATE SOME SIGNIFICANT CABINET CHANGES, 

POSSIBLY INCLUDING A NEW FOREIGN MINISTER, AS PRESIDENT 
CHIANG ATTEMPTS TO BRING HIS MODERATING INFLUENCE 

TO THE RESOLUTION OF THIS COUNTRY'S ONGOING SOCIAL 
AND POLITICAL ISSUES. HIS NEW STATUS AS CONSTITUTIONALLY 
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PEOPLE MAY PERMIT HIM SOMEWHAT 
GREATER FLEXIBILITY THAN HIS APPOINTED POSITION OF 
PREMIER IN DEALING WITH THE FURTHER EVOLUTION OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC PROCESS IN THE ROC. 

UNGER 
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